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''Manchester was always interest­

showcase Rufus Wainwright's op­
era debut. I can guarantee Rufus 
fans and opera buffs alike will not 
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what gets across to the audience on 
an emotional level. I went to con­
servatory for a little bit and took 

Preview Prima Donna 

omething 
er simply 

ed," said Wainwright. "Once the 
Met dropped out, Manchester was 

be disappointed." 
Lorway's comments touch on the 

some piano lessons, but really I 
don't know anything. I'm not so at­

Watch a video of Rufus Wainwright 
performing part of his opera at 

e.Mount­ ready and waiting. The director, Al­ crux of opera's image problem. In tached to the state of classical mu­ thestar.com/entertainment 
rly a com­
:nre,isex­
~ and ex-

ex Poots, is really into taking risks, 
innovation and also excellence, and 
really saw the potential. Toronto 

North America, it is often dismiss­
ed as museum art for wealthy se­
niors. In fact many opera houses 

sic and that sort offreed me up." 
In addition to writing the music 

and libretto, Wainwright orches­ ~ thestar.com ~ 
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as food stalls, activities for youth 
and children, and a marketplace. 
Details: From noon-10:30 p.m. at 

Queen's Park, University Ave. & Col­
lege St., www.musicafrica.org. Free 

TONIGHT'S THE NIGHT 
Parallel parking 
Showing up early at Harbourfront 
Centre's Breaks, Beats and Culture 
Festival this evening will serve two 
purposes: One, you won't have to 
watch the much-anticipated (and 
free-of-charge) Broken Social Scene 
show from adingy in the middle of 
the lake; two, if you're looking for 
up-and-coming talent, there's Paral­
lels on the Redpath side stage. 
Parallels formed last year when 

former Crystal Castles drummer 
Cam Findlay and vocalist/keyboar­
dist Holly Dodson composed the 
music and wrote the lyrics for Ultra­
light, aself-recorded EP released on 
England's Thisisnotanexit Records 
in May. The band's post-punk, 
synth-pop sound is the culmination 
of a fascination with '80s keyboard 
orchestrations Findlay shares with 
the band's third member, synthesiz­
er player Joey Kehoe. Dodson's vo­
cals, meanwhile, appropriately 
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Joey Kehoe, left, Cam Findlay and Holly Dodson of Parallels take their 
post-punk, synth-pop sound down to Harbourfront at 7.30 p.m. 

evoke Hounds ofLove-era Kate Bush. 
Althou~h Findlay plays drums dur­
ing live performances, he plays key­
boards while composing the band's 
songs. As he wryly states, "I would 
play both synthesizers and drums at 
the same time if I could." 

The band of twentysomethings 
may get some of its musical savvy 
from Dodson's connection to Cana­
dian music royalty: her father, Rich 
Dodson, was the singer/guitarist for 
'70s rockers The Stampeders. "He's 
been through it all, so he's offered us 
great advice and has been very sup­
portive," Dodson says. 
The Harbourfront show marks the 

start of abusy summer for Parallels, 
with avideo release for Ultralight's 
title track imminent, aspot on the 
bill for the July 25 Time Festival at 
the Sound Academy, and a full­
length album that's planned for fall. 
This evening's show, then, could be 
golden opportunity to see them be­
fore they blow up. 
Details: Parallels is slated to take 

the Redpath Stage at 7:30 p.m., with 
Broken Social Scene on the adjacent 
Sirius Stage at 8. Free 
Craig Black 
today@thestar.ca 


